o £ Date: 02/22/05
JFK ASSASSINATION SYSTEM
IDENTIFICATION FORM
AGENCY INFORMATION
AGENCY : CIA
RECORD NUMBER : 104-10145-10229
. RECORD SERIES : JFK
AGENCY FILE NUMBER : 80T01357A
DOCUMENT INFORMATION
* AGENCY ORIGINATOR : CIA
FROM : r
TO : ¢
TITLE : HSCA HEARINGS
DATE : 08/01/1976
PAGES : 7 o : ' ' )
SUBJECTS : HSCA HEARINGS
DOCUMENT TYPE : .PAPER.
CLASSIFICATION : SECRET
RESTRICTIONS : 1B
CURRENT STATUS : RELEASED IN PART PUBLIC - RELEASED WITH DELETIONS
DATE OF LAST REVIEW : 08/07/93 .
COMMENTS : JFK59 : F11 : 1993.08.07.12:06:37:530032

Feleazed under the John F. K.ennedy
2 zazzination Fecords Collection Act of
1992 [44 USC 2107 Mate). Caselh:Mw
E092d Date: 10-26-201

[R] - ITEM IS RESTRICTED 104-10145-10229

NW 65924 Docld: 32401070 Page 1



hearings or in opposing their conduct because

of absence of adequate means for protecting.

sensitive subject matter.
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Aare‘provided pértial insights inﬁo afgdé

of interest, if not the details. -The'

significance of the taCtic,.howevér,.growén

as public héarings approach,‘involviﬁg as

théy do subject matter that we view as

having considerab}e'sensitivity'and impo}tahce

to CIA. | o

I1I. Ve bbvious%&udo'hot'khow all the iinés of inqdiry pursued

by HSCA investigators. They have undertakenfto réconsfruct
as much as possible abouthswald and the assassination of
President Kennedy. Théy‘also are'dttempting fo develop
an evaluation of the performance of the intelligence
ageﬁcies in theAinvestigation._ Two arecas of.spoéidl

5 | inferest have‘becomé evident, both of whiéh'involve 

sensitive operational considerations:

» .

bMeXitO'City

(&

é. Mexico CJtyAls considered one of the most *important -
bases for Soviet clandestine operatlons against
the Unlted States As a-result Sovnet and Cuban
diplomatic installations have long been thc subjcct
of CIA ﬁurV0111ance operatlons, conducted both
unleterally by CIA as well as JOlntly hlth thc
Mexican authorltles. " - ‘ﬁ§}b

0. Telgﬁhone and photograﬁhic coverage of_the Soviet

installations is carried on, as well as physical

HW 65924 Docld:32401070 Page 3



,survcillance.' The  -Mexican authorifieS ;
.share the telephone operations-with‘dg;
it 1s against Mexilcan 1éwvfor-them't6 be:_f
engaged in this activity. They_are aware
of fhe fact of photographic surveiilanCe;
o. Becauseiof.thé te¥ephonic cgverage_CIA was
able to provide'the initial firm evidencé

'othswald's’contécts'with_Cuban and Sovietf

officials; in his attempt to obtéinuvisas

to Cuba and the USSR. CIA, limited in not

beiﬁg}able.to conduct a traditiénalbpolice—

type.investigation5 was able td‘sﬁggest toa
the Méxican‘aﬁthofities that they interview

at 1ea$t one persbn known to have dealt wifh

Oswald during his visit. However, gépS‘remain

iniwhgt is. known about his visif.i This has.

attraéted HSCA attention.  ; -  ;

e. The reported quéstioning of.$omé HSCA investigators
has on occasion appeared to be devélopiﬁg a basis
for ériticizing CIA's perqumgnce in iis part -
of the investigation‘inAMeXiéé City, undér its
charteylto'evaluate'the performahcé bflthe

i

intelligence agencies. At one time, and possibly

L4 PO

. . ' ' . W, u .
still, they appeared to be attempting to develop

'a case to the effect that (1) there was.phoiograbhy
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and (2) CIA must havc supplceqed it.

o. Pr aCtLCdlly all the above CIA ropo3t1nu
on Mexico City involves classically sourcess
and—metﬁods material. | :

. Nosenko

@..YuriiNOSenko was a KGB bfficer who defected
~in CJrly 1964 - Among the ifem% of informdtion
t£:t he asserted he brought with him was knowledoe
about lLee Harvey Oswald,‘from h15_f11@_1n Lhe |
KGB. :

o. The bond flde% of Noscnko s do{ectlon was the
Suchct of doubts and he was Guchcted to
extensive 1nt01rogdt10n He was in the custody
of CIA for some five years, under 1aws.concern1ng
such'persons éome three years of whiéh was in

solitary confnncment under uhat the Rockefeller
Commission termed ”extremely spartan 11V;ng
qonditions "

o. Eventually Nosenko was Judged to be a bona E1dc
defector.‘ He has proven to be the source of a
wide range of information on-many hundleds of
KGB Qf%icérs ‘and KGB op01at10nq abroad, as well

-as abdut the KGB. Over thc ycare hngfinformatlon

has been responsible for a number of successful

counterintelligence initiatives by either the
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HSCA Hearings

1. The.HSCA has scheduled public hearings for August,
September, and November

-@. The hlno heallngg are 14-18 August and ‘9,
10, 13-17,.20, 21, 22) 25-29 November. It
agg@érs'that CIA is uniikely fo feature in:"
in these hearings, although thisvis ohly an
impression. | |

o. The Kennedy heérings afe to[Be on week eays,
6-29 September. CIA deubfleSs will shérevthe
‘stage With the FBI.

II. We have requested the HSCA Staff for 1nfo1mat10n on the
plans for the hearlngs. with spec1al attentlon to the
security censfderations, (orally on 29 June and 13 July,
apd in writing from the’DDCI on 26 Julyvaﬁd 4 Augp;t)ii
.To date what we know abouf plans was acquired from The

Congress1ona1 Monltor

e. It has been the practice of the HSCA Staff to-
avoid dlalogues, ‘the effect of which is to conceal

much of what they are doing or thinking. The .
resultlng frustrations of trylnp to cooperdte with -
"afrﬁ-.

the"investigation are not important; inevitably we

9227é

L : ;-u.'o n,/ //(/\i

;; T P DT Gl B

e s g e AT e B

B e e
LN i ’ s ; Bosemineome

MW 65924 Docld:32401070 Page b



NW 65924 Docld: 32401070 Page 7

o

U.S..or its_allics.

The recent book about stald;:kggggg,Aby; >
Epstein, haé dramatized Nosenko's defectioh,
repeating(the early doubts about him and
1eaving tHe strong impiicétién that he 1is
still to be doubted. Recently the'HSCA.
inX§stigators seem to. have éhifted the
eﬁ%haéis of their inquiry from this issue

to how Nosenko was handled;'this-judgmént
may be in error aﬁd the issue of his bona
fides may return during‘tﬁe hearings.

CIA did mistreat Nosenko. He was kept 1in
solitary confinement, he was given a
minimum diet, he was allowed few Comforts,
an?,h? was subjected_to intenéive interrogation
fdf ektended periods of time. HeibelieV§s.
fhat he was subjécfed to drﬁgs;-but thé%e*gs
ho.recofd that -such was the case; those who
were invoived say he was never sﬁbjeéted to
drugs, although'it was considéfed once and
rejected. |
The quéstion df the bona fides of Nosenko's
defection could involve ﬁattersvthat have
senéitive connotations; howevef{—a decision
to émphasize only ﬁis mistreatment woﬁld be

only embarrassing to the Agency.
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IV. In the absence of agreement with the HSCA onaheﬁ m“
sensitive matters are to be handled - in 1ts publch_
hearings the Aoency may {ace the dilemma of how- to. 
protect 1nte11lgenee sources and methods.

" s Current employceq could find thcmselves
faced w1th the dilemma of abldlng by thelr
_eecrecy oath and requestlng to be excused
'from?tcst1£y1no, but having to choose
vbetween a contempt citation and Vlolatlon
of the secrecy oath. |
7'@ Against the posqlblllty that HSCA does not
undertake to work w1th us on thls problcm
“we may have to give notice to the employees
of the problem, A draft letter has been
prepared (copy attached) for forwarding to
present and current employees who have been
interviewed by the HSCA. Tts 11m1tat10n9-qre'
'apparent, ip that 1t serves pfimarily to
apprise the employee of his or her dilemma,
& OGC will request further adﬁice»from the
Attorney General.

Y. Should the most p0351n15tlc development come to pass

“the 51tuat10n will be more polltlcal thdn 1egal The

i
-; e
&% -

fact is that time is of the esqence and an) strctch out
will reduce the time in which the Agency can Tcact with

considered judgments, elther in eooperathg in the publlc.
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